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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 172353 
ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EUR-12 INR-07 INRE-00 CIAE-00 
NSAE-00 /030 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/EGY :DEZWEIFEL:MAR 
APPROVED BY NEA:ARDAY 
NEA/AFN:MKING (DRAFT) 

NEA/IAEAHOUGHTON 
EUR/SOV :PLY CURGIS 
INR:BFLORA 

045380 230055Z/72 

O 230048Z JUL 77 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI NIACT IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 172353 

FOR DEPUTY SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS:PINS, EG, LY 

SUBJECT: IMPLICATIONS OF EGYPTIAN/LIBYAN CLASHES 

REF: ISTANBUL 2442 

1 . FOLLOWING AS YOU REQUESTED, ARE POINTS RE EGYPTIAN/ 

LIBYAN SITUATION YOU MAY WISH TO USE IN DISCUSSIONS WITH 
FOREIGN LEADERS. INTELSUMS ARE BEING FORWARDED SEPTEL FOR 
YOUR INFORMATION ONLY. 

2. AFTER BRIEF OVERNIGHT LULL, RENEWED FIGHTING BROKE OUT 
AGAIN ON EGYPTIAN/LIBYAN BORDER MORNING OF JULY 22. 

EGYPTIAN FORCES HAVE PENETRATED SHORT DISTANCE INTO LIBYAN 
TERRITORY. NO FIRM ESTIMATES ON CASUALTIES. 
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3. REGARDING IMPLICATIONS, SHOULD FIGHTING CONTINUE OR 
ESCALATE, WE ANTICIPATE ARAB EFFORTS TO MEDIATE DISPUTE IN 
INTEREST OF "ARAB UNITY”. WE EXPECT MORE RADICAL REGIMES 
(E.G. IRAQ) WILL WEIGH IN VOCIFEROUSLY IN DEFENSE OF 
QADHAFI. 
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4. TROUBLE BETWEEN EGYPT AND LIBYA HAS BEEN BREWING FOR 
SOME TIME. SADAT'S CONCERN ABOUT QADHAFI HAS IN RECENT 
PAST BEEN RELATED TO HIS BROADER CONCERNS ABOUT SOVIET 

ACTIVITIES IN AFRICA. WE SEE THE PROBLEM AS BASICALLY 
SEPARATE FROM ARAB-ISRAELI ISSUE AND WOULD NOT EXPECT 
MUCH SPILLOVER. PARTICULARLY AT LIKELY LEVELS OF CONFLICT. 

5. OUR ASSESSMENT IS THAT SOVIETS WILL REFRAIN FROM ANY 
DIRECT INTERVENTION, ALTHOUGH THEY DISCREETLY WILL ENCOUR- 
AGE QADHAFI. MOSCOW ATTITUDE AND SUPPORT WILL BE MODERATED 
BY GREATER CONCERN FOR SOVIET ROLE IN OVERALL PEACE EFFORT. 
SOVIET REACTION TO DATE HAS BEEN RESTRAINED. VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 
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